11/29/2014

Dear Farmer/Landowner enrolled to apply industrial sludge:

I am writing to you today, on behalf of concerned citizens all across the 6 counties scheduled to receive industrial sludge application under permit VPA 00584, to provide some information and also to make a request. 

The information is in three key areas:

1. Soil effects, and subsequently future crop and human health effects
2. Your potential liability for damage to neighboring property; including humans, their water supplies, their soils, and their property devaluation
3. The possible future devaluation of your property and crops, through legislation (disclosures required in the future) and negative publicity/ market response
Were you provided with information about the residuals to be applied to your land that led you to believe that they would be safe, even beneficial, to your soil and crops?
If yes, and the information I provide in the following pages compels you to reconsider the completeness and accuracy of the information you were provided, please know that canceling the contract has been done by at least one farmer already. Therefore, it can be done. Simply removing your participation will cancel the pending harm for your own land and for those around you. See the letter draft for you to use at the end.
On behalf of citizens of all ages and backgrounds that are all across the 6 counties that are part of the permit (and beyond because of water aquifier reach and food source reach), we ask you to consider the information on the following pages.
Respectfully,
On behalf of your many concerned neighbors and fellow citizens
1. Effects
Below is a compilation of studies and information I’ve submitted to DEQ. Though I submitted the full studies to DEQ, due to printing costs I have not attached them here; but will be happy to e-mail them to you should you like to see them. This information was provided to DEQ because they said (to me in person) their standards were based on the “best science available;” and to consider other more updated science it would need to be from major university studies or peer-reviewed journals. So, that’s what we gave them- a good cross sampling of issues and sources too. 
(Document 1 was my cover letter).
(Document 2 was a report just released by EPA’s own office of the inspector general. This is major and it was just released. A portion of it is included for your review in this packet). This document is referenced on the last page of this packet.
Document 3 Colorado State Study indicating steroid runoff from biosolid land application:
"Overall, these results indicate that rainfall can mobilize hormones from biosolids -amended agricultural fields, directly to surface waters or redistributed to terrestrial sites away from the point of application via runoff. Although concentrations decrease over time, 35 days is insufficient for complete degradation of hormones in soil at
this site.”

Document 4 Arizona State Study indicating NNitrosamines showing up in drinking water:
”Given their frequent occurrence in nationally representative samples and the amount of U.S. biosolids being applied on land as soil amendment, this study warrants more research into the occurrence and fate of nitrosamines in biosolids-amended soils in the context of crop and drinking water safety.”

Document 5  American Chemical Society/ Environmental Science and Technology article:
U.S. EPA scientists found...”some of the highest concentrations of perﬂuorooc- tane sulfonate (PFOS), perﬂuorooctanoic acid (PFOA), other carboxylic acids, and ﬂuorotelomer alcohols in U.S. soils and traced the source back to treated municipal sewage sludge, or biosolids.”
6 University of Toronto Study-Biodegradation of Soil and Plant Uptake Noted:
"Together, these studies provide the first evidence of soil biodegradation of diPAPs and the subsequent uptake of these chemicals and their metabolites into plants."

7 University of Georgia study showing 25% of residents are infected, especially with staph: 

"To describe and document adverse effects reported by residents, 48 individuals at ten sites in the United States and Canada were questioned about their environmental exposures and symptoms.. Medical records were reviewed in cases involving hospitalization or other medical treatment. .A prevalence of Staphylococcus aureus infections of the skin and respiratory tract was found. Approximately one in four of 54 individuals were infected, including two mortalities (septicemia, pneumonia)."


8 Virginia Institute of Marine Science Study on flame retardents inbiosolids: 

"The total concentration of Penta-like BDEs in these biosolids .....exceed those in European sludges by 10- to 100-fold...The European Commission recently proposed a ban on the use of Penta, on the basis of its reported exponential increase in human
breast milk and perceived health risks."... "We also detected BDEs in 87% of fish sampled from Virginia waters.."

9 Arizona State Center for Environmental Biotechnology study: 
"shows that PPCPs shown in the laboratory to be readily biotransformable can persist in soils for extended periods of time when applied in biosolids."

10 UK joint study:  

"Exposure to ubiquitous environmental chemicals can have detrimental effects on human and animal health, including immune, thyroid, and cognitive and motor functions. Exposure to such chemicals has also been associated with increased incidences of reproductive disorders, such as precocious puberty, early menopause, and breast cancer in females and an increased incidence of testicular dysgenesis syndrome in males."  "Sewage sludge, a by-product of treatment of waste water from domestic, agricultural, and industrial sources, contains numerous organic and inorganic pollutants..."  "We conclude that low-level exposure of fetuses to a mixture of environmental chemicals via maternal ingestion, throughout development, disrupts..."
11 Eastern Washington University Study: 

"The different OWCs [contaminants]  represent a diverse cross section of emerging organic contaminants that enter wastewater treatment plants and may be discharged without being completely metabolized or degraded. A minimum of 30 and a maximum of 45 OWCs were detected in any one biosolid."

12 Cornell University Study showing that danger from metal is not properly assessed currently: 

"Land application of contaminated waste products has been defended as beneficial use by some scientists and regulators, based on the premise that the behavior of any toxins
accumulated in soils from this practice is reasonably well understood and will not have detrimental agronomic or environmental impacts into the foreseeable future. In this review, I use the case of toxic metals in sewage sludges applied to agricultural land to illustrate that metal behavior in soils and plant uptake is difficult to generalize
because it is strongly dependent on the nature of the metal, sludge, soil properties and crop. Nevertheless, permitted agricultural loadings of toxic metals from sewage sludges are typically regulated using the sole criterion of total metal loading or concentrations in
soils. Several critical generalizing assumptions about the behavior of sludge-borne metals in soil-crop systems, built into the US EPA risk assessment for metals, have tended to underestimate risks and are shown not to be well justified by published research. It is argued that, in the absence of a basic understanding of metal behavior in each specific situation, a more precautionary approach to toxic metal additions to soils is warranted."

13 University of Toledo study: 

"The findings suggest an increased risk for certain respiratory, gastrointestinal, and other diseases among residents living near farm fields on which the use of biosolids was permitted."

14 US Geological Survey study published in the Journal of the American Water Resources Association May 2014: 

“These compounds are not sitting in top layer, we see vertical movement down through the soil, which means there’s the potential to get into the environment – groundwater or surface water,” said Dana Kolpin, a research hydrologist for the U.S. Geological Survey” Contaminants were detected "18 months after the treated sludge was applied….." (continued on next page)

"Other studies have found hormones, detergents, fragrances, drugs, disinfectants, and plasticizers in treated sludge used as fertilizer. But this is the first study to show how they can persist and move in soil." "As compounds migrate through soil, they can spread into aquifers used by many rural dwellers who have private wells that supply drinking water "

15 John Hopkins Study: 
"when we try to do the right thing by recycling nutrients contained in biosolids, we end up spreading a known reproductive toxicant on the soil where we grow our food. The study shows just how important it is to consider the full life cycle of the chemicals we manufacture for use in our daily life.”

16 Univ of Wisconsin prion research links sludge to alzheimers: 

“Scientists have confirmed Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) is a transmissible, infectious
prion disease. Sewage treatment for either Class B OR CLASS A SLUDGE does NOT inactivate prions. To the contrary, it reconcentrates the infectious prions in the sewage sludge, including sludge biosolids compost, being applied on home gardens, US cropland, grazing fields and dairy pastures, putting humans, family pets, wildlife and livestock at risk for BSE and CWD. Other prion contaminated wastes discharged to sewers include rendering plants... “Our findings open the possibility that some of the sporadic Alzheimer’s cases may arise from an infectious process,” senior author Claudio Soto said in a statement in October. ” In the July 3, 2010 issue of VETERINARY RECORD, renown Univ. of Wisconsin prion researcher Dr. Pedersen stated: “Finally, the disposal of sludge was considered to represent the greatest risk of spreading (prion) infectivity to other premises.”

17 USDA confesses government agency problems hinder protection of
consumers regarding food: 

"The U.S. food safety system is divided by competing philosophies and a lack of accountability that make it harder to protect consumers, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said... "There is no question that whatever system is ultimately devised has
to be a system that provides for specific accountability," Vilsack told a House Appropriations subcommittee that oversees USDA. "It seems to me today we have competing philosophies" with the USDA focused more on prevention while the Food and Drug Administration targets mitigation due to a heavy workload and limited staffing, said Vilsack. (continued on next page)

Fifteen federal agencies handle food safety including FDA, which handles about 80 percent of the food supply, and USDA, which is in charge of red meat, poultry and eggs. "When you have 15 separate agencies in the federal government responsible for some part (of food safety), you've got way too many," said Vilsack, who supports a single
food agency. Who do "you hold accountable when there is a problem?"
18 Arizona State Study:
“Endocrine Disruptors have highest leaching potential in biosolids”

19 Article quoting lawyer for former EPA scientist: 

"The fight over sludge is not about sewage; it's about hiding industrial waste," says
Ed Hallman, an attorney for a former EPA scientist who has accused the agency of covering up the dangers of sludge.

20 EPA study: 

"relatively high transport from soils to surface and well water is possible."

21 Am Assoc of Univ Professors article by UNC epidemiologist after experience attempting biosolid research when WERF was involved: 

"To understand how the increasingly complex mixture of pollutants from municipal and industrial wastewater affects health and the environment, the public needs research that is not unduly influenced by entities that need to dispose of waste cheaply and profitably. If universities are to help, they must identify and control conflicts of interest from government and nonprofit organizations, not simply those that come directly from industry, which understands well how to use strategic partnerships to shape knowledge about safety and health."

22 Royal Society of Chemisty study shows flaws in the way wastewater treatment data is recorded and calculated: 

"removal efficiencies of WWTPs[wastewater treatment plants] calculated for HOCs increased by as much as 62% just by changing the method of accounting. We conclude that some of the data spread reported in the literature concerning chemical mass loadings, contaminant concentrations in raw sewage, and removal efficiencies of similarly designed WWTPs is driven not by actual differences in sewage composition, geographic locations and treatment units but by sample processing protocols and the method of mass accounting."


23 Royal Society of Chemical Study shows persistence of excitotoxins in biosolid soils: 

"Using this screening approach in conjunction with information from toxicity databases, we identified 11 HPV chemicals that are of potential concern due to (i) their propensity to accumulate and persist in sludge (>50% of mass loading), (ii) unfavorable ecotoxicity threshold values, and (iii) structural characteristics suggestive of environmental persistence following release of these HPV chemicals on land during biosolids recycling."

24 Center for Environmental Security Arizona State study shows that what makes it into biosolids is more severe, not less severe to health: 

"Chemicals managing to withstand unscathed the passage through primary and secondary WWTP unit operations have to be considered notably resistant to aerobic degradation processes (which typically are employed in secondary treatment) and thus may have the potential to also persist in the environment upon release. Biosolids, i.e., treated municipal sludge fit for application on land are known to represent a ‘sink’ for hydrophobic organic compounds of limited biodegradability. Hundreds of organic chemicals including polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), brominated flame retardants (BFRs) and specific pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs), such as polychlorinated aromatic antimicrobials have been shown to accumulate to notable amounts in biosolids11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 1"

25 Yale Researchers look for sludge solutions: 

“There’s no controversy about the agricultural benefits of using [treated waste]
as fertilizer,” Ziemba said. “The controversy is about the metals, pathogens and chemicals that may be persistent in the [sewage] after treatment.”

26 Pennsylvania DEP learns about radioactive material accumulating in sludge:

"At no time did UniTech exceed its permitted discharge limits for radionuclides," Regional Director Joseph Feola stated. "However, based on our analysis of sludge that settled out at the Royersford's wastewater treatment plant, we now know that low-level radioactive material in liquid effluents can become concentrated over time."


27 University of Warwick associates superbug development (like MRSA) with sludge: 

"It appears that certain methods of waste disposal such as sludge and slurry application introduce genetic elements known to carry antibiotic resistance genes into agricultural soil"..... "it is not too surprising that new genes giving resistance to clinical antibiotics appear soon after an antibiotic is introduced. But what is surprising is that it is not just antibiotics driving resistance - pollutants and waste disposal practices may also be contributing to this process. "


28 University of California research links autism to environmental
contaminants, many of which are found in sludge: 

"California’s sevenfold increase in autism cannot be explained by changes in
doctors’ diagnoses and most likely is due to environmental exposures, University of California scientists reported"....."Many researchers have theorized that a pregnant woman’s exposure to chemical pollutants, particularly metals and pesticides, could be altering a developing baby’s brain structure, triggering autism."
"Dozens of chemicals in the environment are neurodevelopmental toxins, which means they alter how the brain grows. Mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls, lead, brominated flame retardants and pesticides are examples. While exposure to some--such as PCBs--has declined in recent decades, others--including flame retardants used in furniture and
electronics, and pyrethroid insecticides--have increased."

29 Environmental Justice Resource Center documents case after case of communities harmed by pollutants and EPA/ state officials' failure to act/ protect them


30 Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy's SmartGuide on Sludge, an excellent one stop summary on the dangers, refutes DEQ's stance that these contaminants will simply diffuse in the soil:  

"Due to the persistent nature of some of these contaminants, re- peated applications to the same piece of land can increase soil contaminant levels and possibly food contaminant levels for centuries to come." (emphasis mine)

31 Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy chart linking health impacts and the chemicals associated with their exposure.

32 Does Virginia's Legacy match?: Cornerstone work by Caroline Snyder, Ph.D., investigating the serious illnesses, including deaths, and adverse environmental impacts linked to land application of sewage sludge. In depth investigation of the link between the US EPA, the wastewater treatment industry and Congress to fund industry-friendly scientists and discouraging independent research, to prevent local governments from restricting land application and to thwart litigation against municipalities and the industry.


33 Associated Press reports on the sludge lawsuit of a Georgia Farmer whose farm was poisoned and lost due to biosolids:  (continued on next page)
"[Judge] Alaimo ordered the government to compensate dairy farmer Andy McElmurray
because 1,730 acres he wanted to plant in corn and cotton to feed his herd was poisoned. The sludge contained levels of arsenic, toxic heavy metals and PCBs two to 2,500 times federal health standards. Also, data endorsed by Agriculture and EPA officials about toxic heavy metals found in the free sludge provided by Augusta's sewage treatment plant was "unreliable, incomplete, and in some cases, fudged," Alaimo wrote."

34 2009 EPA Targeted National Sewage Sludge Survey: Report Finds High Concentrations of Toxic Contaminants in Sewage Sludge; EPA national sewage sludge survey identifies high concentrations of toxic contaminants with heavy metals, steroids and pharmaceuticals, including the antibacterials, triclocarban and triclosan. Contains
admission by OIG (EPA’s Office of the Inspector General) that: 
"EPA cannot assure the public that current land application practices are protective of human health and the environment." (emphasis mine)

35 Council on Environmental Quality revises its Water Project Guidance: 

“America’s streams, rivers, wetlands, estuaries, lakes and coasts support billions of dollars in commerce, provide drinking water for millions of Americans, help protect communities from the effects of floods and storms, and supply needed habitat for fish and wildlife, among other benefits,” said Nancy Sutley, Chair of the White House Council on Environmental Quality. “While the existing document emphasizes economic development alone, the proposed new approach calls for development of water resources projects based on sound science that maximize net national economic, environmental, and social benefits, which is critical for future generations.”


36 CDC: 

“Centers for Disease Control and Prevention launched an environmental public-health tracking network to help scientists and the public explore potential links between environmental contaminants and chronic diseases. While the health effects of lead and certain other contaminants are generally known, other suspected links between
diseases and pollutants remain unproven, partly because environmental and health data are collected and kept separately, said Michael McGeehin, an official with the CDC's National Center for Environmental Health. The new network brings together data that are collected across the country to monitor air quality, drinking water, and other environmental information, and allows researchers and the public to compare it against disease data, he said.


37 New Solutions Study shows same stance of negligence Virginia DEQ is currently taking on land application: 

"Only one of 10 EPA regions provided substantial information on the incidents in their region. Investigations, when conducted, focused on compliance with regulations. No substantial health- related investigations were conducted by federal, state, or local officials. A system for tracking and investigation is needed. Analysis of the limited data suggests that surface-applied Class B sludges present the greatest risk and should be eliminated. However, even under less risky application scenarios, the potential for off-site movement of chemicals, pathogens, and biological agents suggests that their use should be eliminated."

38 Boston University School of Public Health prepared Sludge Fact
Primer, among other things makes this critical point: 

“Q: Is there any process at the sewage treatment plant that detoxifies and/or removes
hazardous materials from the sludge? A:No. The sole job of wastewater treatment is to reduce pollution in the effluent (the treated wastewater that leaves the plant): there is no treatment or “detoxification” of any hazardous or toxic material in the sludge.”
39 Arizona State study reported in Science Daily notes much longer periods in soil among other alarming findings: 

"Once chemicals likely to persist in sludge were identified, estimates of their toxicity were examined. Those with high persistence levels and high environmental toxicity made the enemies list of chemicals posing the greatest potential hazard. Prominent among the toxic chemicals were the so-called organohalogen compounds, seven of which were found to accumulate in substantial quantity in treated sludge and displayed half-lives in soil estimated to range from 120 to 360 days."

40-42 History of Sludge documents tell the bigger story regarding corruption at many levels.

43 Sludge History Timeline.
2. Liability and 3. Devaluation Risks
1) Financial risk and liability for any litigation from nearby neighbors (or even further neighbors as more testing is being developed to track water aquifier pollution) exposed to sewage sludge causing property damage, well-water pollution, personal injury, illnesses or death. Note: Current county members are considering private testing services to do before-and-after testing of adjacent land and water sources.
2) There is no financial liability to the sludge hauler or municipality after they discontinue dumping sludge on a property. In fact, the farmer can be held accountable to clean his own property if soil test shows high levels of heavy metals and toxins.  

3) In PA, a sludged property must make this fact known as a “Hazardous Use” on a “Seller’s Disclosure Sheet” at the time of property sale. Neighboring property to a sludged farm must also state this fact at the time of a sale and the farmer may be held accountable for reduction of property value. Citizens are planning to work to implement this in Virginia.
4) Under the Clean Water Act, sludge is declared a pollutant and must be disposed of properly, an issue that is downplayed by companies spreading sludge on farmland because the farmer will be the one charged with breaking the law.  

Note: The full study from EPA’s OIG explains how current practices and the Clean Water Act conflict… and action is being take to expand the pollutants listed.
5) Farm families consume the meat and dairy products grown on the farm, yet the stunning lack of research on the impact of dioxin in sludge applied to pastures is unsettling. Dioxin gathers in meat, fats and milk and is known to cause birth defects and cancer. Please see the source sheet at the end for info regarding cattle losses.
6) As more studies (like the ones included) and cross-referencing tools and requirements are put into place, it will become more possible to tie human health effects caused by land, water, and crop pollution back to the source sites. 

7) There is work being done to require disclosure to customers about products grown on land that sludge was applied to… this could cause future crop and land values to drop significantly.

Some insurance and lawsuit examples
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2008 5:47 PM
Subject: Virginia Farm Bureau promotes sludge spreading but denies farm insurance coverage for viruses, 
bacteria, microorganisms that cause disease
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation -   

"This endorsement specifically states that loss, cost, or expense ~
caused by, resulting from, or relating to any virus, bacterium, or
other microorganism that causes disease, illness, or physical
distress or that is capable of causing disease, illness, or physical
distress is not covered under your policy."

Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2008 4:03 PM
Subject: Virginia Farm Bureau promotes sludge spreading but denies farm insurance coverage for viruses, bacteria, 
microorganisms that cause disease

VIRGINIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

http://www.vafb.com/news/2002/jan/010402_1.htm

Other priorities for Farm Bureau include re-established funding for the Virginia Foundation for Agriculture in the 
Classroom, and funding for the Dairy Center and Livestock Teaching Arena at Virginia Tech. The organization also 
supports continued use of biosolids as a source of nutrients on farmland.

**********************************************************************************

CANADA – INSURERS SAY SLUDGE SPREADING IS “ENVIRONMENTAL RISK
http://www.safewatergroup.org/Stories/sludge_concerns_continue.htm#anchor1

Insurer Refuses to Assume Sludge Risk

Wellington Times, Aug. 25/04

Bay of Quinte Mutual Insurance Company is among a growing number of insurance companies that are refusing to cover risks associated with spreading sludge on farm fields.


Jeff Howell, the branch’s general manager, said while they have no qualms with farmers spreading animal manure onto fields, human feces is another story. “When they’re having something foreign brought into it, that’s totally different.”

“It has to do with what our reinsurance will allow,” Howell explained. “It’s an environmental risk”
MARYLAND:   University of Maryland:

http://www.agnr.umd.edu/MCE/Publications/Publication.cfm?ID=226&cat=D

EXCERPTS

Sewage sludge is the waste product collected from municipal sewers. It is a mixture of human, commercial and industrial wastes.

Safety is a major concern because sewage sludge may contain heavy metals such as copper, lead, chromium and cadmium. If sewage sludge is applied to the soil in excessive amounts over a number of years, unusable crops, injured or dead plants and heavy metal pollution of rainfall run off may result.

"However, the liability (of the sludge company)  is limited to fulfilling the needs of the permit and is in effect only during the term of the permit. Any additional or long-term liability for future physical or environmental damage on the 
part of the landowner or sewage sludge user remains undefined."

****************************************************

Could the following  cases be why insurers are getting leery of providing indemnity against sludge pollution:

Missouri Court of Appeals, Southern District  Case Number: 22675
MISSOURI - another dairy farm destroyed by sewage sludge . . .

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=mo&vol=/appeals/081999/&invol=180810_99

[This lawsuit was a fight over whether or not the City of Sparta, Missouri, has insurance coverage for the damage their 
sludge did to Ed Roller's dairy farm - the critical point here is that the City admitted liability and agreed to pay  Ed Roller compensation because its sewage sludge did kill his cows and damage his dairy farm.) (continued on next page)


The court found:   "3. The sludge contained "substances and compounds, toxic to humans and animals, i.e., fluoride, 
cadmium, lead, mercury, iron, arsenic, aluminum, selenium and molybdenum." Said substances and compounds 
migrated from Bradens' land to Rollers' farm, causing damage including diminished milk production, death of cows and 
loss of breeding opportunity. "

*******************************************************************

MICHIGAN - AUGUST 2003

http://www.detnews.com/2003/metro/0308/13/b07d-243408.htm

Nitrates pollute water in 2 counties  Industrial byproduct suspected of leaking into Manistee, Mason wells

"Because its origin typically lies in sewage disposal systems, runoff from barnyards, fertilized fields, and industrial waste, nitrates also can indicate the presence of other contaminants. "

"In 1999, former Filer Township residents Stephen and Cindy McLintock discovered nitrate levels almost three times above the DEQ's allowable level as they tried to sell their house.
Her family sued the cardboard mill and a tree farm across the street from their house for the premature death of her  baby, which they blamed on nitrates in the water from over application of the sludge.

The case was settled out of court last year, but it prompted further testing at former sludge dump sites.

*******************************************************************************

POLICY OF THE NATIONAL FARMERS UNION - ENACTED BY DELEGATES TO THE 101ST ANNIVERSARY 
CONVENTION, ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA - FEBRUARY 28 - MARCH 3, 2003

http://nfu.org/documents/policy/2003_nfu_policy.pdf

quote on page 64

National Farmers Union Opposes Class B sewage sludge (continued on next page)


At its March 2003  Annual Convention the Delegates of the National Farmers Union enacted a 112-page Policy.  On page 64 the policy states:

The current practices of disposing hazardous wastes in existing landfills and surface mine sites, spreading hazardous 
wastes and Class B biosolids on land surfaces, and injecting hazardous wastes in deep-well sites should be 
discontinued.

***************************************************************************



There are many, many examples of cases and further information related to the list provided at the top of this section.  Please see the next section for places to read more.
About Us… and Some Additional Sources
We are a grassroots group of concerned neighboring citizens. We are not anti-farming. Actually, there are farmers among us. We are both conservatives and liberals (which makes working together interesting at times). We care about our health and the health of those around us.  
We are not associated with or being used by any large organization, though there are people from some groups among us because they happen to live in and around our counties. We have accessed resources in our research that are from larger organizations who have done the work to try to compile all of this information so that people, like you and us, can start to see the connections and take different courses of action.
After what I found out about the dangers of sludge just in the last two months, I call what DEQ told us complete negligence. I simply wanted to share with you what I spent hours finding so you could decide if you draw the same conclusion.

There is so much I could share. My goal with the studies above that were sent to DEQ (and the OIG report) was to provide scientific info and shed light on some of the issues going on here in Virginia with this very permit. We do not believe you would have agreed to participate if all of this information had been provided to you beforehand. As I said, I would be happy to e-mail copies or links to you of any studies or sources you want to examine for yourself. 
There are some sites that have tried to compile health and legal cases. Some of the site authors have higher academic credentials, some are just citizens or volunteers with reserved styles and a few are done by very expressive individuals. I am including websites for the main four:
· United Sludge Free Alliance (usludgefree.org) has excellent summarized explanations and histories with supporting document links- no political ranting.

· SludgeVictims.com has sought to document victim cases; you can see the list by state with links to the articles written about each. Check out the Virginia Page.

· SludgeNews also has great info and histories with tons of supporting documents linked.
· Deadlydeceit.com This site author is extreme, but he has a lot of great searchable content.

Also, take the time to google “Synagro” and “lawsuits” or “bankruptcy.”
Info About Contract Cancellation
· At least one farmer has already successfully cancelled his contract. This occurred before the public hearing, simply because a neighbor and friend shared the information she had found.
· Once a permit is granted it is much harder to remove yourself from participation. The time to withdraw is now, before the State Water Control Board votes on December 7th.

· Though there is much research about the hazards of sludge, the EPA OIG document, which I’ve provided key pages from, is from the source (EPA) that DEQ says they derive their guidelines from. The clear numbers about volatile contaminants that are not accounted for by DEQ is an excellent reference should there by any questions.

· Please do gather information from your own insurance company about coverage for sludge land application to find out the specifics applicable to your contract. Also, you should have the right to see Synagro’s policy information for your agent to review and verify liability risks and holes, as well as coverage duration. 
· We welcome any questions or requests and will help any way we can. We truly are just neighbors. Jackie: 804-785-2130 or hartscottage@yahoo.com.
· Legal and financial aspects-
Please do consult your attorney if you have questions prior to or after withdraw. Nothing I wrote should be considered legal advice as I am not an attorney. However do factor in the cost to you now versus the potential cost later. For further reading, do a search on the key words, “Synagro” AND “lawsuit”
In response to your willingness to make choices to protect us from harm, we’d like the opportunity to identify ways to offset nutrient cost losses. 

We’d so appreciate it—tremendously so.

12/1/2014

Dear Synagro and DEQ,

I have recently been made aware of extensive documentation that shows biosolids & industrial waste used for land application contain very dangerous material that could harm my land and the nearby waters and people for a very long time. According to the EPA’s Office of the Inspector General report that was just released this fall, and that you have copies of (as well as multiple other sources), there are substantially more hazardous and toxic components in the land application material than previously disclosed when the contract was proposed and agreed upon.
Additionally, I have learned that I could be liable for land contamination cleanup in the future (under the Clean Water Act and revisions), health problems or death of others, and property devaluation… and that the insurance coverage Synagro has does not sufficiently protect me from such liability risks for the same duration that the risks are possible. 
Due to the incomplete disclosure of all pertinent information that cover my best interests, I have sufficient grounds to cancel the contract associated with VPA 00584 and am choosing to do so.

Please confirm your receipt and acknowledgement of this contract cancellation.
Name:

Mailing Address:

Parcels and their associated acreage (as listed on the contract):

Signed:

_______________________________________________________________________
