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The first phase of repair work has been Rrished for Prince Edward Elementary. The next step bagin
within o few weaks.

Repairs partially
complete at
elementary school

PRINCE EDWARD

Y RACHEL ALSTIN
T Farmreille lerub!

At the beginning of the
school year students have
new clothes, new shoes and
new supplies, Luckily for
Prince Edward County Ele-
mrenlary Sl students,
this year ey also have new
repairs to their roof,

At the August Prince Edward

County Board of Supervisors
meeting, Superintendent Dr.
Barbara Johnsen gave an ug-
date on the status of curvent
repairs on Use sehool, Aceord-
i b Johnsewn, repairs were
needed in all of the bildings,
A through G, that make up the
elemeitary school,

The: repairs for Building G

ane finished, however there is
& possibie new leak in the clas-
et ol the music rooam. These
will e an investigation o ses
havw el this possibbe new
leak Is and how o address it,
Dhegpite the suspected leak,
e mesic poom is fioe and
safe.

WHERE ARE THE LEANS?

Building E is where most of
the severe beaks are located.
This building akso houses the
Lwis elasaronnns thal were
cometely closed aned un-
usable due to mold from the
leaks. According to Johnson,
clasdrooms have been pro-
Tessionally cleaned cut ancd

Uhveere s e bonger mold in the
Luilding.

“These classrooms are fine”
sald Joknson, “The two class-
roos, however, the ones that
we had closed are still closec,
and that is because we have
nat put cetling tikes or floor
tiliss basetk Ento that Fooin be-
cause we still have leaks. That
work has nat been finished in
Euilding E. so the theught &
whiy pul Lse pew Hoor ke and
weiling tile in there when all of
that work has not been done.”

There is still smalker work
ey b s in Lhe remaining
Luildings that is taking plice
now, Becanse of this, the ce-
mentary school currently has
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New
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‘When the students at Prince
Edward County High School
and Fugua School come
together, it's usually o com-
pete in sporks or academics,
Now, the Moton Museum s
providing a chance for these
students bo make a difference
im their county.

Briclge Bullders |s a com-
munity of voung scholars

Moton project
brings students together

whi want b come together to
encourage unity and create a
betber future for the schools,
commumity and country. This
program will help the st
dents involved create stronger
relationships, assist twe Moton
Muszum, create a bagacy proj-
et and earn a $1,000 college
scholarshig.

HOW ERIDGE BUILDERS STARTED
Nime students from Prinee
Edward County High School

and Purqua School started this
program earlier this month
with officials from the Moton
Museum, This project allows
students from the two schools
tor come together in & noneom-
pelitive setting as they work
together to make their shared
community better,

“We are thrilled to be pa
ners in this groundbeeaking
initiatrve with Prines Ed-
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Occupancy tax helps fund tourism council
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As Prince Edward County
contimes to draw visitors. a
mew council will help make
decisions on how Lo keep
tourlsts coming back for
mare:

I response to e adoption
o the transient occupancy
tax in Jume of 2021, the Tour-
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PRINCE EDWARD

ism Council will help promote
the county in a beneficial way.
In the Jume 2021 meeting,
the Frince Edward Cu\ll\l}l
Board of Supervisors voted to
amend and approve Ordi-
nance M-221 through 70,231
lor the transient socupancy
tax. The tas hecame elfective
in July 2021 to create a tax of

T% of the total amount pald
lor lodging lor hotels, motes,
campgrounds and other facil-
ities olfering lodging in Prince
Edward County, but not the
“Town of Farmville as it has #s
wwn ocoupancy tax, This tax
is reported to the Commis-
siomer of Revenue before the
last dlay of each month,
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Why doesn't
the state
step in?

B ERLAN CARLTIR
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Huw dor you edffectively
moniter a gold mindng
aperation without the nec-
ESFArY respurces or stall?
I¥'s a question yet 1o be
answered in Buckingham
County, as well a3 several
otler areas of the Consmon-
wealth. The problem is that
while state agencies handle
some [ssues, part of the
regulation and enforcensent
Ealls 10 Incal governments,
regardless of thelr size.

There are 427 active
pnineral mines scross Vi
winia, according to the L5,
Genlogical Survey. Some
are fust prospect mines,
where & company it sure
what they'I8 findl. Others ane
occurrence mines, where
wou'll only find a small
it of godd o iron in ore
isolated drill hoke., Amd then

BUCKINGHAM

there are the industrialized
mines, the big operations.
It's uge to local governments
te design and endoree opdi-
nances in each cose. That
means managing the mine's
Impact on lacal traffic, miti-
ting noise Jevels, deciding
Iours of peration and land
use zoming, But mist of
these Virginla mines are in
small communities. Flaces
like: Buckingham County
doa't have the manpower (o
dor the Job or the tax dollars
to add move stail.

“We're Lalking about &
major operation and many
counthes that have small
stafling in terms of local
povernment, they just dot
hirve the bandwidth to un-
derstand these things and
make sure ithe rules) are

See §TAY
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The goldgyrite belt identified by Aston Boy Holdings is e of
saweeal daposits bound throughout tha stata, Hera's @ leak ot

the geld fourd in i region

Pilot program
could help solve
housing problem

RIS GARLTHN
Tie Fansrile b

Yo may have already
seen the sites being cleared
ol of Andrews Drive in
Farmwilbe, The homes are
going up, hath in Prince
Edward and two other near-
by counties. The goal here
sl juest new constroction.
This project. a joint part-
nership organized by the
Commonwealth Regional
Couneil. is designed to help
wiith the problem of atford-
able howsing

It's an issue we see both
here locally and across
the state. Based on a Dec.

2021 regart by Virginia's
Jnint Legislative and Audit
Review Commission, 29%
of howsehedds in the state
struggle with housing eosts.
Nearly half of those spent
more than 50°% of their
income on housing. bath
rental and owned. And as
mentioned, it's a problem
bere locally. The stuey
Fonanad 67% of households
struggling with housing
costs either lived in this
region or in Northern
Virginda

S0 what's causing this
problem? Housing prices
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Estofdishad 1890, Sereing the Hearr of Virginio: Buckingham, Cumberlund ard Prince Edward counties
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CUSTDH RITCHEKS AND BATHS
Class A" Centractar
UCENSED & INSURED

Custom Framed Homes Class “A” Contractor
Offering a full-range of contracting services
Design & Build Senvices * Commarcial Building
Renovation & Remodeling * Excavation Sarvices
‘Water & Sewar Piping * Porches & Decks
Storage Buildings and Metal C&pomw
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