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Indlowed,” said Jardan Miles. “Its just not fair

Miles, Le chairman of the Buckingham County
Board of Supervisors, is part of a state sty groug
destgned 1o recommend changes to how Virginia regu-
lates gold mining, He spoke Friday, Aug. 26, a5 part of a
public hearing at the Buckingham County Conmunity
Center,

AN ORDER VERSLS A REQUEST

Another problem for Miles, otler members of the
study group and Buckingham residents in general is
haw the current laws and proposed ardinances are
wrltten, As af o, state: lw gives the Virginia Depart-
ment of Energy the right to oversee most of what takes
phace on o mine site. But what it (ard the propasecd
recommendation) alse afiers is a bit of a gray area.

For exampide, let's say a company applied to mine
gold. During e permitting process, there are specific
i 1 when a thbrawal permit
is needed. A company would alse have i meet certain
requirements bedore having to apply for a Virginia
peolbution abatement permit.

“Usitil we have a propesed project in froat of us, we
dan't knoow if the regulations are applicable or not,”
dnmes Golden told the group, Golden serves as region-
al director ke the Virginks Departnent of Enviroomsn-
tal Qusality.

Tt for most people in attendance, Golden's state-
ment was the problem. They wanted the same regula-
lions Lo be enloreed [or evervone. As anolher exan-
ple, the document said “may be required” instead of
“will be required” for many of the parts put in place
o the permitting process. The concern |s that com-
peanties could wse the wording as a loophole, doing just
enough to avuid having to enforce stricter regulstions.

WHY NO FINES?

Also, there are oo lines involved, even i companies
el vieate parts of the permit. Menbers of the study
sroup equated that to pulling someane over far specd-
Eiving them a ticket,

-
Neall. The retired Rockingham County mining engi-
neer questioned how likedy it is that companies would
ohey the rubes if there are no consequences for break-
g them.

TATE: ‘It’s just not fair’, local officials say

GETTING AHEAD OF AN IS5UE

Members of the General Assembly wanked 1o get
ahead of the issue, however, That's why Del. Elizabeth
Guzman (D-Prince William) fled HE 2213 in 2021 The
Lill, which passed in that year's negular session, put &
few requirements in place.

First, a work group had to be set up ta study the Is
sue. The idea is o evaluste the impacts of gold mining
o the area. The work group looks into the effects gokd
mirsing will have on the environment, inchuding public
bealth in general and the air and water quality,

Are existing regulations strong enough 1o protect
air and water guality? Are there areas whers mining
needs ta be banned? To answer those and other ques-
Hioms, experts [n mining, hydrology, toxicekomy and
other fields are being brought in. Also representatives
of potentially aflected communities in localitses witl
significant depasits of gold are to be inchaded. That's
what was happening an Friday.

Adter learing from experts and holding public
bearings. the group will put togetber a report by
December. That will he discussed i the next General
Assembly session, which begins n January 2235

A GOLD MIKE OWHER'S PERSPECTIVE

Meeamwhile, anather membser of the stady group
sy they have plenty of time to get this right. In fact,
e dhoesinl esipeect Lo see any 1ype of gold mining
application anytime soan. Paul Busch owns Big Dawy.
Resources, running a gold mine in Goochland County,

Th Buckinghom County resident works to reopen
ok mines, renine Ue metals kel behind and clean up
e sites. That includes removing mercury contamini.
tiom on the sites, reclaiming the shaits and removing
umderground timbers that have heen keaching creo-
sode inbo the groundwater. As a mine owieer and mir-
ing engineer, Busch says he just doeset see enough o
be concerned ahowt an industrial mine.

“This state has been drilled since the 18! Busch
said. “No one las and no ooe will probably lind & de-
pusit lurge encugh in this coanty to start an idustrial
seale gold mine.”

Aston Bay officials couldn®t be reached for comment
wsLiine, bosay il they agreed with Busclis com-

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
There will be two more public earings between
e el buth of which u

Machae! Skilfington Iram the Virginia of
Energy sald in a case like that, his department would
actas o tralfic cop,

“[We) can reach in, take the keys and elose the ear
dlown il we need to” Skiffington said.

Several residents then asked i the department had
ever actually dome that, s In closing a min down.
Skillimgrom sakl B cidn know,

Peoph: in the room also received an answer b e
question of why the state doesn't step in more, to help
local governments regulate gold mining

Stuidy group meniber Sizanne Keller asked i Skifl-
ingtonts group actually bas Hee resources o regulate
sokd mining, te monstor or “close the car down’, if
need be

“We very wiell inay peed addilional resources.” Skill-
ington admitted.

HOW DID WE GET TO THIS POINT?
This fssue stems from & siuation that started
mare than two years ago. In April 2019, the Canadian
ing company Astan Ry Holdings announced

2 prospecting company. That means they
search for gold, silver or other minerals, identily and
purchase a location, then sell that information (and
property) to the highest bidder. They can clo this be-
case under Virginia law, prospecting dowsi't require
a state permit if you're searching for anything ather
than urankim,

In statements given in March 2009 and July 2000,
company officials declared their drillng confirmed 3
“a high-grade, at-surface: gold vein system ot Bucking-
ham, as well as an adjacent wider 2one of lowes-grade.
dlissesninated gold mineralization” n other words,
thesy found enough to keep going. As of Friday, Aug,
26, the company has purchased 4,953 acres of land In
Buckingham County to prospect on,

Bt a5 of pow, prospecting is all that's happening.
Skiffimgton confirmed there have been no applications
to thee Virginda Department of Energy b mine for gald,
And he said his department B aware of any aciivity
o plans bo o so i the vear fture.
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scheduled. The Virginia Department of Energy caught
significant eriticism for scheduling Friday’s meeting at
B ., when s many peopke are sl work. Even most of
the stucy group hac to call inbo the meeting, as they
were either at work themsedves or otherwise unabie to
make i 0 person

Buckingham residlents will alse have s clace 1o
speeak about this at the next county meeting, The
visors meets on Monday, Sept. 12 Sign
comment beging at 530 pon

Finalty, if youwd preter o give vour thoughts o the
issue from your Laptop, you can email comments 1o
goldstndyenergyvirginia,gov
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REPAIRS: No major
leaks, Prince Edward
staff says

P PG O throughaut the year

pounded on the roof,
no major leaks o worry  parents raised many

aboat. concerns about the
"There are no majsr womdition of the school
leaks,.. bud we are AL the Nosvemibser 2021
walching it very care-  Board of Superyisors
lully,” said Jolmson, meeting. the Board vot-
(ver the years, many  ed on a plan to replace
leaks hive sprung in the rood and do renova-
the rood of the elemen- tions to the classrooms
tary school Unfortu- tor modernize them.
natedy, no matter how This came after the
many times the rool Eoard voted in the Sep-
was patched, the leaks — tember 2021 meeting to
kept coming back inchache the renovations
and traveling bo new o replacement to the
locations. As winier Capital Improvement

ancw and rain sorms Flan [or 2022-5024,
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