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MINING

FROM BIE ONE

district, with a special nse peemit, 1 you want to say
wee oL even want fo oonsider i, thist could be in
your ordinance too.”

The closest the General Assembly has come to
saving “you can't han mining”, Lerch sdded, was in
1034 At that point, legislation was filed that would
hawes prewvented cities and counties from hanming
Lhe act v through their ordinasees, However, thal
bill weas rewritten. turned into something completely
dlifferent by the time it waz approved,

“Thial bill engiecd up becoming the (uranium o
ing) moratorium the state set up,” Lerch said, *| think
thats where some of the confusion is.”

GOLD WINING V5. URAHIUM MINING
Another part of the confusion comes from how the
courts handled uraninm mining. For almast 40 years,
Virginia has had a moratorium on the practice. In
020, Virginia Uranim fled a lawsiit, arging the

was B as il
the compary from doing what [ wanted with private
in

Lan Ul iy of Neertons Circuit Court. Judge Chadwick
Dotsom upheld the moratorium, saying that while the
muoratorim does take some property ights away
Tronm cvwners, the state had a right Lo do so because
uranium mining is “an inhevently dangerous activicy
with potentially dangerous mterdict effects.”

i s aies were adraid of
sirnilar hapgpening here. being talien to coust i they
hanmed the practive of gold mining, Instead, doring
Uhesir Aug. B ineeling, ey opted o wait wndil U
state workgroup finkshes its task and presents a
report in December. Dnce that happens, and super
wvisurs see whal the General Assembly does with Uit
report, they plan to revisit the issue,

But in going over this with the workgroup, Lerch
it sl gold g doesal liave e sane
repulations as uraniumm. In fact, there ave 437 pctive
mineral mines acposs Virginia, acoording to the 115
Geales trvey, inehding some focused an gold.

Some are just prospect mines, where a company
Isn't sure what they'll find, Others are oceurrence
wminnes, whesre youll ealy e asmall B of gold e
ieca in one isolated dril hobe. And then there are the
Industrialized mines, the big aperations, ft's up to
lueal govermments 1o design and enfoece srlinances
in each case. That means managing the mine's im-
pact on local traffic, mitigating nodse levels, declding
Fasars o operation ard land use zoning.

Lexch said be couldnt promise a conpany
wouldn't try to sue if a county or city banned or put
restrictions on mining, Bt be wasn't sure anything
would come of it.

“IF a lecality sdopts an ordinance and 1t complics.
with state law uncler its authority, | think it wonld be
pretly sound,” Lercl: told the workgroup. “I soae-
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What can the county do?

Lty wastsls Lo challenge teal in court, | ilink ey
eould, bt where that goes, [ don? know”

15 THERE GOLD IN BUCKINGHAM COUNTY?

So-whiy s this debate happening in Buckingham
County! It stems from a situation that started more
Usan twis yeiurs ago, [ Al 2009, Uhe Cansdiar
prospecting company Aston Bay Holdings announced
thiey were beginning ks search for gald in Backing-
han.

To bz cheat, Aston Bay En't a mining compang. It's
2 praspcting company, That means they search for
guld, silver or tber arinesals, idelily sud purelase 5
location, then sell that infermation (and property) to
thee tighest hidder. They can g this becanse under
Virginia liw, prospecting doesa'l require s state
permit if you're searching for anything other than
uraninm,

Inn statements given in March 2019 and July 2020,
company officials declared their drilling eonlirmed &
high-grade, at-suriace pold vein spstem at Racking-
Jeaen, s well as an adjscent wider zone of lower-grade
disseminated gold mineralization” In other words,
they faund encagh to keep going, At the beginning of
U0, s waenpany secured e righl L prospect oo
49033 acrez o land In Buckingham County,

Inan interview earlier this month with The el
Aston Bay CECHThomas Ullrich said the gold vein
they've lound = almost vertical. spproximately one
o twnoomieters wide, 200 meters in length and extends
inte the subsurface o about 00 meters deep,

“This is contained in a very small footprint, on the
order of a few acres,” Ullrich sald. It 15 possible that
thie vein extends desper and Farther bterally along
{Lhe} strike”

Rut they still dom't know how far it stretches, as Ul-
risch el Uhte: conipany wis “stil in the sy stiges
o exploration”

As for a timedine on when work might be finished,
irst it T 1o e restartisd, The comgsany asn'l dune
any work in Buckingham sinee early 2020,

“Wee have conducted cnly preliminary
drillirg an the local Tndewners” propertias al Buck
ingham. and none jor the past two vears,” Ullrich
sald. “Wie have several quality potential progects, but
a limitesd amonnt of funds, Chver the Tast year and a
hall, we have been ivesting in the landowners in
anather county, We ook forward to investing in Buck-
ingham agsin”

ploratery

cal vonumitlee, evaluating e seiealilie sspeets of
aold mining. That group is bed by officlals from the
National Avademies of Sciences, Engineering and
Melitine (NASEM, The athier group, which is the
one that met Monday in Buckingham, includes rep-
resentatives from Virginis Energ Department
ool Ervvirommental Quality, the Virginia Department
of Health, the Council en Environmental Justice, the
Memacan Indian Nation and Ioeal citizen groups.

The iddes s o evaluate Use inpacts of gl niniog
on the area. The work group looks into the effects
ol mining will have on the srvivonment, inch-
sy pulsic Tseall i general aisd U sir aod waler
quality.

Are existing regulations strong enough 1o protect
air and waler quality? Are Uere areas wliees mining
needs to be banned? To answer those and other
questions, experts in mining, hvdrolosy, toxicology
andl ather liglds are being brought i Also repre
sentatives of potentially aifected communities in
Toealities with significant denasits of gold are also
inclucded.

There's at least one more of these public meetings
scheduled. The next one will take place on Octoher
18 in Buckinglhim. As we get details on Lime and
soeation, we'll include theo here i the paper and oo
our website,

e thoses pulslic hearings concude, e twn
parts of the workgroup will come together to deliver
that report we previously mentioned. That
diseussed in the next General Assembly s
which begins in Janary 2025,
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