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DEPOSITS: Mine owner says Buckingham
doesn’t have enough gold to be profitable

RN FAGE (0

“Really good deposits like what Aston Bay has
Iound, has been found before,” Busch said, “The
quantity is just oot there. Virginia hos veins, We
o't have big ore badies underground, Yes, the gokd
Im that vedn is phenomenal, but it's 400 feet deep.”

Busch gove an example. Take an Olympsc-sized
swirnaming pocl, be said, drain it and put a $000 bl
at the bottorn. Then Gl the whole thing with dirt.
Ko ellow regulations and only search for that 2100
by coming in at a 45 degree: angle from all four sides,

“Would you dig to that $1007" Busch asked. 1 hope
not, because you would lose money”

DOES GOLD EXIST IN BUCKINGHAM?

Yess, & gold depasit does exist in Buckingham Coun-
ty. I Ageril 2019, the Canadian prospectiog company
Aston Bay Holdings announcec they wers beginning
tasearch for gold i the area,

T b chear, Aston Bay isn't a mining company, IU's
a prospecting comparry. Thist means they search for
gold, silver or other minerals. identify and purchase
a location, then sell that information (and property)
ter the highest bidder,

They can do this hecase under Virginia b,
prospecting doesn't recuire a state permit if you're
searehing bor anything other than uranium.

Instatements given in March 2019 and July 2020,
company officials declared their drilling confirmed

“a high-grade, in system at Buck-
ingham, as well as an adjacent wider zone of low.
erggrade disseminated gold mineralization.” In other
wards, they found enough to keep going, A1 the
beginming of 220, the company secured the right

Lo prospect on 4,953 acres of land in Buckingham
County.

As for a timeline on when work might be finished,
first it has to be restarted. The company hasn't done
any work in Buckingham since sarly 2020,

“We: have conducted only preliminary explorato-
ry drilling on the local landowners’ properties at
Buckingham, and none lor the past two years,” Aston
Bay CEO Thomas Ulirich bld The Herald salier this
year, "We have several quality patential progects,
bt a limited amount of funds, Over the lst year
and a hall, we have been investing in U landowners
in another county. We look forward to investing in
Buckingham again."

WHAT WOULD IT TAKE?

Dine of the: big questions the commission had
imvotverd the future. Ok, gold isn't profitable encugh
now to mine in Vieginka, but what about later on’?
Busch said it would likely need to be alsout $5,000
per ounce. As of Wednesday, March 26, gold was
sedling at §1,970 per cunce,

“¥ourd (need) to be pretty elose to (85,000,
Busch said. "It would definitely have o more Uwan
doustsle where (e price) is now”

Bazh alsn was asked about and discussed an alter.
nativie o the county's current proposal. In Febroary,
Buckingham supervisors put together a proposal
o eliminate metallic mining as an alowed bed use
across the county. But that’s not something super-
visars cam [ust approve. Fiest, it had to go before
the planning commisaion. And over the kast month,
planning commission members have gone through o
series of hearings, collecting information about the
subject, Mineral mining operations in Buckingham
warned that due to a lack of state guidelines, if Buck-
ingham closed all metallic mining, sther comparies
conld alsa be at risk. Planning commission member
Danny Allen had propesed another option, to ban
the chemicals, instead of teying to shat down the
process el Busch said while he wasit necessar-
iy in favesr of any han, a process block made the
most 3Ense

“Ban the cyanidation procesa,” Busch said. “No-
Boely's ging to use it anyway. We don't have the
deposits for "

By that he's referring to the size of the gold de-
posits. Cyanide is only used on small deposits and
the ones found in Buckingham are fairly large. By
hanning the process by which cyanide is used, you
don't ban the chemieal itseld, which s used in ev-
erything lrom pesticides 1o herbicides and cigarette
smoke.

“Just ban the process,” Busch sald, “That's proba-
By the eagiest solution to the whole thing”

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

There will at least be ane more planning commis-
alon hearing on gold mining, this time with some
experts oppoded 0 mining. This next meeting will
e e Weeddnesday, April 19, at 6 p.m.

MARSDEN: Former GOP chair will compete for
the newly created District S0 Delegate seat

RO A AT, the majority of Prince Edward County,
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The 43yearold attorney and small — Halifax County.
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Delegate James Edmunds that be will
ol ek re-ebection, no one who has
ever represented e majority of 50U
District voters will be on the hallot in
23

Wlarsden said be would b lirst and
fremest a strong advicate for South-
sidle Virginia, as the region experiences
decreased representation in the kegisla-
ture alter e 2021 recdistricting.

“With population kiss and the aceom-
panying loss of a seat in the House of
Dielegates, Southside needs a stronger
advocate,” Marsden said. “Our wioes
are fewer in number, ey must be
stronger, As a lywyer, | advocate for
people's intereats for a living, Every
dhity | ki Ehedr i, oten in the modt
clifficult times of their lives, and Lwant
s et that advacacy skill to wark, for
our area and its families, in Richmond *

Misrsden also pleclges 1o be a k-

1 om issues that matter to voters of
Sauthside Virginia,

“Omn the conservative values that mat-
ter to us, it is imperative we nominate
somenne who isn't content o klkow
other kegislators, but whe will person-
ally take the lead in the fight to create
jobs, support lamily values, protect ihe

unborn, and defend our Constitution,
including the Second Amendment and
civil liberties.” Marsden sakd. “We need
aleader pol a follower.”

LOOKING AHEAD

ook ferward to the campalgn and
winnl b thank the many citizens of the
dlistrict who urged me o run jor the
House of Delegates and have support.
ed my campakgn thus far,” Marsden
e,

O March 20, the first day to qual-
iy for the June primaries, Marsden
wrned in more than the required
number of signatures Lo sppear on e
Feepublican primary ballot June 20,

1 am truly humbled and honased
by the support that | have received,”
Maraden said. I has allowed me o
qquitlify o the ballot after only & few
days."

Support has also extended to an
atitpousing of linancial support e s
candiclacy, Marsden added,

“lam very pleased to announce that
I can begin my campaign having after
Bess Lhan a week, raised more Uan
twice the amount other candidates
raksed all last year” he sald. “The
generous support of dedicated indi-
vidluaks shows thal Scuthside Virginia
has a desire to have a change for the
hetter, and be represented by strong,
vocal leadership in Richmonsd going
dorward”

Treating the long-term impact of fraud

For many fraud victims, the finan-
cial toll ks only part of the story; near-
Iy b i Uhires victims suller a sig-
nificant health or ematicnal impact,
according to research by the FINRA
Investor Education Foundation.

Tor adelress this reality, the AARF
Fraugl Watch Ketwork and Violun-
teers of America (VOX) developed a
free program to provide emotional
suppuort for people affected by fraud.
AARP VOA R8T, which stands
for Resllience, Strength and Time,
features small groups whose partic-

ipants are led in discussion by one

oF move trained peer facilitators.
These online, hour-long sessions help
o re-esta blish trust, integrate your
experience and build back your resil.
tence despite a difficult and painiul
OOCUrTenoce.

Experiencing a seam can be devas-
tating, but it classn’t have o define
v, Yo £an visit www.aarporg
fraudsupport to lkearn more about the
frese program anel register today.

Report scams to kecal law en-
forcement. For help from AARF, call
1-ETTOIE-3360 or visil wwwaarp.org/
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