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COUNTY OF BUCKINGHAM, VIRGINIA 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF BUCKINGHAM, 

VIRGINIA, EXPRESSING STRONG OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED VALLEY LINK 

765-KILOVOLT ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE AS ROUTED OR PROPOSED TO BE 

ROUTED THROUGH 

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY; ASSERTING THE COUNTY'S RIGHTS IN ANY PROCEEDING 

BEFORE THE VIRGINIA STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION; AND DIRECTING 

APPROPRIATE ACTIONS TO PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF THE COUNTY AND ITS 

CITIZENS 

WHEREAS, the County of Buckingham, Virginia (the “County”) is a rural jurisdiction of 

approximately 580 square miles in central Virginia, whose character, economy, and quality of life 

are significantly defined by its agricultural lands, forested landscapes, rural viewsheds, and natural 

environment, all of which are valued resources of the County and its citizens, and 

WHEREAS, Valley Link, LLC or its successor entity (“Valley Link”) has proposed the 

construction of a 765-kilovolt (kV) extra-high-voltage electric transmission line (the “Project”) 

intended to traverse a multi-jurisdictional corridor in central and northern Virginia, and Valley 

Link has identified multiple alternative routes for the Project through Buckingham County, and 

WHEREAS, each of the alternative routes proposed by Valley Link for the Project traverses 

Buckingham County for a greater distance than any other jurisdiction through which the proposed 

line would pass, and each such route would effectively bisect the County from one boundary to 

another, imposing upon the County the single largest corridor burden borne by any locality along 

the Project’s entire length regardless of which alternative is selected, and 

WHEREAS, the Project as proposed under any of Valley Link’s alternative routes would require 

the clearing of substantial forested and agricultural land within Buckingham County, would 

permanently alter the rural viewsheds and natural landscapes that define the County’s character 

and support its agricultural and rural economy, would depress property values along and adjacent 

to the proposed corridor, and would impose construction impacts, electromagnetic effects, and 

long-term land encumbrances on County landowners and communities for the benefit of electricity 

consumers in other jurisdictions, and 

WHEREAS, the Board has been advised that Valley Link has itself acknowledged, in public 

communications to adjacent jurisdictions, that Buckingham County’s existing transmission 

infrastructure is adequate to serve Buckingham County’s own electricity needs, confirming that 

the Project does not propose to serve Buckingham County customers and that the County receives 

no direct electricity supply benefit from the Project as designed and proposed under any of its 

alternative routes, and 

WHEREAS, the demand for additional transmission capacity that the Project is intended to 

address is concentrated in jurisdictions other than Buckingham County, is driven in significant part 
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by explosive growth in large-scale data center operations in those jurisdictions, and has been 

projected based on load forecasts that reflect a degree of speculative growth in a single industry 

sector that has occurred almost entirely since 2022, and 

WHEREAS, Buckingham County already accommodates a high-voltage transmission corridor 

along its eastern boundary and is further affected by a Dominion Energy transmission line being 

constructed or upgraded along its southern boundary to apparently serve a data center in 

Appomattox County, and a gas-fired electric generating plant is planned in Cumberland County 

on Buckingham’s eastern border, and existing pipeline rights-of-way also traverse the County and 

could potentially be co-located with transmission infrastructure if the existing southern and eastern 

boundary corridors are not utilized, such that Buckingham County and its citizens are already 

bearing a substantial and growing share of the regional energy infrastructure burden, and 

WHEREAS, Valley Link has not demonstrated that it has adequately studied or considered 

underground placement of the proposed transmission line as a means of mitigating adverse impacts 

on Buckingham County, and underground placement is a technically feasible alternative that 

should be evaluated particularly in viewshed-sensitive areas of the County where above-ground 

765-kV transmission structures would cause severe and irreversible harm to the rural character and 

scenic landscapes valued by the County’s citizens, and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia State Corporation Commission (the “SCC”) has exclusive authority 

under Virginia law to approve or deny a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 

(“CPCN”) for high-voltage transmission projects of this type, and the Board acknowledges that 

the final approval decision rests with the SCC and not with local government; the County’s 

opposition is therefore directed at ensuring that the SCC’s independent review is complete, 

rigorous, and fully informed by the disproportionate burden that each of Valley Link’s proposed 

alternative routes places upon Buckingham County, and 

WHEREAS, Virginia Code § 56-265.2 requires the SCC to independently determine that a 

proposed transmission facility is needed before a CPCN may issue, and the Board believes that the 

need for this Project as routed through Buckingham County under any of the proposed alternatives 

has not been adequately demonstrated, that PJM Interconnection’s regional planning approval does 

not satisfy the SCC’s independent need-verification obligation, and that the SCC should require 

Valley Link to make a rigorous and independent showing of necessity before any CPCN is granted, 

and 

WHEREAS, Virginia Code § 56-46.1 requires the SCC to consider whether a proposed 

transmission facility has been routed to minimize adverse impacts on localities, landowners, and 

the natural environment, and the Board believes that none of Valley Link’s proposed alternative 

routes through Buckingham County satisfies this standard because each imposes maximum 

corridor length and maximum adverse impact on one jurisdiction while providing that jurisdiction 

with no compensating benefit, and because viable alternative routes following existing 

transmission and pipeline corridors — including corridors along the County’s eastern and southern 

boundaries — have not been fully and independently evaluated, and because Valley Link has not 

demonstrated that underground placement of the transmission line, particularly in viewshed-

sensitive areas, has been adequately studied as a means of minimizing adverse impacts, and 
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WHEREAS, Buckingham County, as an affected local government with a substantial interest in 

the outcome of any SCC proceeding concerning the Project, has the right to intervene as a formal 

party of record in such proceeding, and the Board intends to preserve and assert that right, and 

WHEREAS, the Board’s objectives in connection with the Project are: (1) to ensure that any 

claimed need for the Project as routed through Buckingham County under any proposed alternative 

is rigorously and independently verified before SCC approval; (2) to require that alternative routes, 

including routes that would follow existing transmission and pipeline corridors and reduce the 

Project’s impact on Buckingham County, be fully evaluated; (3) to require that underground 

placement of the transmission line be evaluated as a mitigation measure, particularly in viewshed-

sensitive areas of the County; (4) to minimize the environmental, agricultural, viewshed, and 

property value impacts on Buckingham County and its citizens; and (5) to ensure that if the Project 

is ultimately approved and constructed, Buckingham County receives appropriate and 

commensurate economic development and community benefit in recognition of the 

disproportionate burden it bears, and 

WHEREAS, nothing in this Resolution shall be construed to constitute a waiver of any legal right 

of Buckingham County, to preclude the County from engaging in good-faith communications with 

Valley Link or its representatives, or to limit the County’s ability to participate in any regulatory 

proceeding in any capacity the Board may subsequently direct, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 

by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Buckingham, Virginia, in regular session assembled, 

as follows: 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Buckingham, Virginia, hereby expresses its strong 

opposition to the proposed Valley Link 765-kV electric transmission line as routed or proposed to 

be routed through Buckingham County under any of Valley Link’s alternative routes. The Board 

opposes the Project because each proposed alternative route imposes the greatest corridor burden 

of any jurisdiction along the Project’s length upon a rural county that receives no direct electricity 

supply benefit from the Project, and because the need for the Project as specifically routed through 

Buckingham County has not been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Board. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County of Buckingham hereby asserts and expressly 

reserves all rights available to it under Virginia law, including without limitation the right to 

intervene as a formal party of record in any proceeding before the Virginia State Corporation 

Commission in which a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Project or any 

related transmission facility is sought, and the right to present evidence, conduct discovery, and 

advance legal argument in any such proceeding; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board requests that Valley Link, LLC and its 

representatives provide the Board of Supervisors with a formal briefing on the proposed Project, 

the basis for the current route selection, the alternatives that have been considered, and citizens, 

and that such briefing be arranged through the County Administrator; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board declares that it is the policy of the County of 

Buckingham that any approval of the Project by the Virginia State Corporation Commission should 

be accompanied by: (a) a rigorous independent demonstration of need for the Project as specifically 
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routed through Buckingham County under any proposed alternative; (b) a full and independent 

evaluation of alternative routes, particularly routes following existing transmission and pipeline 

corridors, that would minimize adverse impacts on Buckingham County; (c) a full evaluation of 

underground placement of the transmission line as a mitigation measure, particularly in viewshed-

sensitive areas of the County; (d) meaningful conditions addressing environmental protection, 

agricultural land preservation, viewshed mitigation, and property value impacts; and (e) a 

community benefit agreement or equivalent commitment that provides Buckingham County with 

economic development and community investment commensurate with the disproportionate 

burden the Project’s routing places upon it; 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is directed to transmit a certified copy 

of this Resolution to the Governor of Virginia, the Virginia Congressional delegation, the members 

of the General Assembly representing Buckingham County, with a requests for such delegation to 

meet with the Board to advise of their position and how it relates to the County’s position, the 

Chairman of the Virginia State Corporation Commission, Valley Link, LLC, and such other 

persons and agencies as the County Administrator may determine to be appropriate. 

 

 

 

ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Buckingham, Virginia, at a regular 

meeting duly held on the 23rd day of April, 2026, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSTAINING:  

 

 

_________________________________   _____________________________ 

Chair, Board of Supervisors     Clerk, Board of Supervisors 

County of Buckingham, Virginia    County of Buckingham, Virginia 

 


